
LETS GET CREATIVE IN A CRISIS

WEEK 3
GARDENS RULE!

||    YOUR TASK
Take a photo for each compositional 
rules in your garden or select 1 or 2 
rules and create an artwork

If you don’t have a garden, you can take 
images whilst you are out on a walk or around 
your house.

This week’s theme is Gardens Rule!Gardens Rule! There are lots of compositional rules in photography that 
can also  be applied to different creative arts too. This week we will be looking at the rules of 
composition in your garden (or out for a walk):
• Rule of space is the act of adding visual space in front of the direction that an object is 

moving, looking or pointing to imply motion and direction and to lead the eye of the viewer. 
This space forces the viewer to begin to fill in the blank, or tell the story.

• Rule of balance is observed when an image has subject areas that look balanced throughout 
the composition.It is achieved by shifting the frame and juxtaposing subjects within it so 
objects, tones, and colours are of equal visual weight.

• Rule of odds states that images are more visually appealing when there is an odd number of 
subjects. For example, if you are going to place more than one person in a photograph, don’t 
use two, use 3 or 5 or 7, etc.

• Rule of thirds is a theory dictating how an image should be composed in order to create 
an aesthetically pleasing result.The rule is applied by aligning a subject with the guidelines, 
placing the horizon on the top or bottom line, or allowing linear features in the image to flow 
from section to section.

• Golden spiral is built from a series of squares that are based on the Fibonacci numbers. The 
length of every square is a Fibonacci number. Imagine placing the squares within a frame. If 
you draw arcs from opposite corners of each square, you will end up with a curve resembling 
the shape of a spiral. This is a pattern that appears everywhere in nature and resembles the 
shell of a nautilus. The curve flows through the frame and leads your eye around the picture. 
Famous art pieces such as the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper are also following the rules of 
the golden ratio.



||    SUBMITTING 
   YOUR WORK
Please submit your work by 
Sunday evening. 

To submit, if you have created an artwork, 
please scan or take a photo of your work. 
Ensure that your photo is in a JPEG or 
PDF format and is under 10mb. 

Similarly, photographers, please save 
your photos as a JPEG, ensuring they are 
no bigger than 10mb if sending via email. 

If your photos and artwork are too big to 
send, please use wetransfer. See seperate 
handout.

Please send your submissions to 
gemma.clark@gbmc.ac.ukgemma.clark@gbmc.ac.uk

In your email, please include your name, 
equipment and techniques used, and 
your instagram or website (if you have 
one).

If you upload any work to instagram, be 
sure to tag me @gemmaclarktutor@gemmaclarktutor and 
use the hashtag #letsgetcreativeinacrisis#letsgetcreativeinacrisis

If you have any questions in the mean 
time, please let me know.

Looking forward to seeing all of 
your submissions!


